
School Parent Council Meeting – Smith P.S. 

April 26th, 2022  

 

Participants: 

Chairperson – Mr. Teatero, Principal – Mr. Bridges, Vice-Principal – Mrs. Poirier 

Secretary – Mrs. Weeks   

Staff – Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Raaflaub-Kenworthy 

Parents – Mrs. deRoo, Mrs. Zonneveld 

 

Agenda – Mr. Teatero 

Review of Minutes from February 22, 2022 

Correction from the minutes was noted.  Mrs. deRoo– asked the question, “What is Smith School doing 

for Black History month?” 

 

Financial Report – Mark Bridges 

TD $14,000 

DSBN $10,000 

Parent Council $10 

Lottery $180 

Mr. Bridges reported that given our financial position, the school was in a good state for the upcoming 

year. 

 

Upcoming School Events  

Our School Organization for next year is staffed for 14 homerooms – down 1 room from current year. 

We have 340 students.  We have three JK/SK classes and then a grade 1, 1/2, 2/3, 3, 4, 4/5, 5, 6, 7, 7/8, 

and 8. 

Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier shared that the current class sizes are moderate.  We may get a class 

increase in September. 

 



We had a discussion about having a Community Gathering (June 2nd or 3rd) – parents & children invited 

from 6-7 p.m.  

Mrs. deRoo – suggested to change the name to something that is more “catchy” to bring the attention 

to the outdoor event.  Suggestions were, “Kick Off to Summer Picnic” or “Smith Picnic”. 

Mr. Bridges suggested that Thursday June 2nd may be better, as some families may be going away for the 

weekend, so stay clear of hosting it on a Friday.  The food would be hotdogs, hamburgers, water, drinks, 

veggie dogs, etc. 

The school has a barbecue.  There would be a small charge for food.  Proposed time would be 5:30-7 

p.m. 

Mrs. Grant suggested to have ice cream at the event.  Mrs. deRoo suggested to have freezies. 

Mrs. Zonneveld suggested to have older children buddy with younger children for events like soccer, 

parachute games, sidewalk chalk, and a scavenger hunt. 

Mr. Bridges suggested having families RSVP to help decide on the amount of food needed.  Families 

would be encouraged to bring a chair to the event to sit and watch their children play soccer, baseball, 

or use the playground on the school yard. 

Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier said they would send a flyer to go out next week with the details. 

Graduation 

Met with Grade 8 students three times thus far.  Also the students filled out a survey.  

• Dinner and dance at Casablanca Inn in Grimsby 

• Flyer going out next week.   

• Cost for families discussed 

• School will subsidize graduation ceremonies once again 

• $25-$30 request per graduate though 

Mr. Teatero asked if there are any capacity limits for the gym? 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that 350 people is the maximum capacity. 

Mrs. Zonneveld suggested that each family could have 4 tickets to graduation, then take special 

requests. 

The school will request families inform the school of the number coming to graduation.  If too high, then 

the school will have to limit. 

Are parent volunteers needed for the Casablanca?  Only school staff are needed to supervise at 

Graduation.   

Mrs. deRoo suggested having a cake at school for parents and students? 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that photos after graduation are welcomed, but a cake would be given at 

Casablanca Inn to the graduates. 



The school is having three pizza days—May 19, 26 and June 2. 

Jump Rope for Heart – an outside charity fundraising event with skipping challenges and for older 

students an NBA 2 Ball basketball event. 

Kindergarten Open House – May 12 with a JK Orientation on June 16 

Earth Day was a success and plenty of fun for staff and students.  The school had new mulch delivered 

for the playground, garbage clean up, and other in-class activities. 

Track and Field is May 9th (10th is the rain date) 

Mrs. deRoo asked if the playground costs are split with the Town of Grimsby. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that no cost sharing happens, as Smith is part of school board property and not 

an open park for the community. 

Our School Addition is on hold, as everything is behind. 

Mrs. Zonneveld wondered if the government changes after the election, would this affect our school 

addition? 

Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier don’t think so, as the project has long been approved.   

The school reported that it was wonderful to have sports back.  The soccer tournament was cancelled by 

DSBN.  Badminton, Three-Pitch, Track and Field and Primary intramurals for grades 1-3 would be 

happening in May and June. 

School trips can happen, but classes may still hold off until next year. 

A question was asked on behalf Mrs. Rickard-Smith (who was not in attendance)—Will there be a 

yearbook this year?  The school is currently working on a yearbook and information will be coming out 

in the next few weeks on how to order. 

Mrs. Zonneveld asked---Will there be another school play next year?  Mr. Bridges answered that the 

school would like to do this.  

Mr. Teatero asked about photo bookmarks from previous year.  This was through Lifetouch, the school’s 

current photography company.  The school has a one-year contract with them, but then will evaluate 

their options.  A short discussion about photographs happened at the meeting.  Mr. Bridges mentioned 

he would bring this up at next school year’s School Parent Council. 

 

Next Meeting is a social opportunity on June 17th.  Details to follow from the school. 

 

 


