
Smith Public School---School Parent Council  

September 28, 2021 Minutes of the Meeting 

Virtual Meeting                                                                         
 

Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.   

Good News—Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier are very proud of the staff and students at Smith P.S.  A 

special thank you to our parents for their support during this time as well.  We are very happy to have 

the children back at Smith P.S. for in-person learning.  We have 350 in-person learners and nine remote 

learners at this time. 

Financial Report--Mr. Bridges discussed that the school is in a good financial position still.  He explained 

that the school has a school board account of money ($31,000) and a school fundraising account 

through TD Canada Trust ($14,000 usable dollars).   We have our Raffle Lottery Trust account with 

approximately $150.  The Parent Council account line, within our school account, is just over $1.90.   

Election/Bylaws 

Mr. Bridges talked about the positions available on the School Council this school year.  School 

Chairperson, Secretary, Community Rep.  Our staff reps this year are Mrs. Grant (grade 2 teacher) and 

Mrs. Raaflaub-Kenworthy (grade 2 teacher). 

Mr. Teatero volunteered to be chairperson this year.  Mrs. Weeks volunteered to be secretary.  We 

thank them for doing these important roles. 

Mr. Bridges discussed the bylaws that get reviewed from the MOET each year: Privacy, Conflict, Voting 

Rights, and Input.  

From Mr. Bridges/Mrs. Poirier 

Student photos are moving forward on October 13.  There will be no full class photos, just individual 

photos. 

Mr. Bridges reviewed the Covid-19 protocols currently in place: 

*all students in grade 1-8 wear masks 

*students wear their masks at all times, except while eating (even wearing it outside) 

*new parent and school screening procedures 

Mr. Bridges mentioned the new school addition is on track.  He mentioned that plans will be shared with 

School Council, when available.  There is a slight chance they will pour the foundation before the winter. 

The new addition will have: 

*12 new classrooms, full day childcare, new washrooms, electrical, work areas, parking 

*other existing classrooms and areas will also be updated, including newly renovated extra-large 

Kindergarten classrooms 



School spirit wear clothing is available for ordering online.  Also, Graduation clothing for the grade 8 

students. 

Climate at Smith is positive and energetic!  We have Terry Fox activities, Every Child Matters (Orange), 

and Rowan’s Law Day (concussion awareness) coming up.  Our slogan challenge was a huge success with 

over 37 slogans submitted.  The two voted in “winning” slogans will be put into a permanent banner and 

hung in the school.  The slogans will be used on the school website and publications for the entire school 

year.  The two children who submitted the slogans received some gift cards and a few other small gifts 

as a “thankyou” to them. 

We are up to date with all of our safety procedures---fire drills, lockdown drill, medications, training etc. 

We now have “Good Thinking” awards (formerly GOTCHAS) that children receive for showing good 

character, making good decisions, being helpful etc.  Just as in other years, the Good Thinking awards 

are placed into a draw bin and pulled out every Monday.  The children receive a small gift of thanks. 

Progress Report Cards go home on November 18. 

Trips, most sports, and special lunch days are on hold still for all DSBN schools. 

The school has purchased many items this year thus far, including math textbooks, math manipulatives, 

library items, school supplies for the students and staff, among other things. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A question was raised about ventilation at Smith and whether we had any updates.  Mr. Bridges 

confirmed that classrooms and offices have updated ventilation units either on the walls or mobile units 

plugged in and sitting on the ground.  The newer parts of the school already have the most up to date 

systems. 

Mrs. Zonneveld commented that she enjoyed the times last year that we hosted a virtual community 

event and showed pictures of the students doing their activities.  The school agreed that these two 

events were fantastic for the community and would like to do this again this year. 

Next Meeting: November 16, 2021 


