
Smith Public School---School Parent Council 

May 4, 2021 

Virtual Meeting                                                                         
 

Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  It was our fourth 

meeting this year for School Council. 

Mr. Bridges thanked Mrs. Carey for being our chairperson this year.  As she has a grade 8 daughter 

graduating this year, this will be her last year with us on the School Council.  Mr. Bridges also 

acknowledged Mrs. Hobbs, who for years, has helped with so many activities.  Both Mrs. Carey and Mrs. 

Hobbs helped with Fun Fairs, Open Houses, Special events, and so much more. 

Once again, Mr. Bridges gave some instructions to the group about how to ask questions using the on-

line microphone and/or chat area.  He asked Mrs. Carey to monitor the chat area as the meeting 

progressed. 

Good News—Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier are very proud of the staff and students at Smith P.S. Climate 

is still quite positive, despite the online learning creating some student mental health issues and 

pressures for some of our families.  Our school is committed to helping these students and families in 

whatever way we can.  Behind the scenes, we do have supports in place. 

Financial Report--Mr. Bridges discussed that the school is in a good financial position still.  He explained 

that the school has a school board account of money ($9,000) and a school fundraising account through 

TD Canada Trust ($17,000 usable dollars).   We have our Raffle Lottery Trust account with approximately 

$190.  The Parent Council account line, within our school account, is just over $10.  Parent Council was 

thanked for giving $1400 towards an LLI reading kit. 

From Mrs. Poirier 

Mrs. Poirier showed a powerpoint slide show on the screen.  It was all about something called “De-

streaming”.  De-streaming is a focus next year for all DSBN secondary schools, where all children in 

grade 9 will take the same level of courses.  There will no longer be “academic” or “applied” levels to 

choose for grade 9 students.  Ontario is the last province to go to this.  The data collected in studies over 

many years, shows that having de-streaming later in the high school years, will vastly help all students. 

From Mr. Bridges 

All safety measures  are in place and we are up to date.  We had a lockdown drill in February. 

Progress report cards go home on Monday, June 28. 

We have purchased new Kindergarten speakers for all three Kindergarten classrooms.  

Our flag pole and all outside doors have been painted and updated.  It looks fantastic. 

We received a new “bottle filling” water station for the end of the school near the gym.  This will be very 

heavily used and much more sanitary for people. 

Our website continues to be kept up to date, including the weekly memo, which is the best thing to 

check every week by our families.   



Mr. Bridges shared some photos of Crazy Hair Day.  Even in these unusual times, students are still 

experiencing some fun spirit days.   

Grade 8 Graduation photos are on hold until further notice in the DSBN. 

We will be having a school yearbook this year.  We have 100s of photos to include.  Student and staff 

names will be included, but no individual photos are available. 

Our staffing for next year is looking good.  We will have 15 homeroom classes—JK/SK (x3), Grade 1, 1/2, 

2, 3, 3/4, 4, 4/5, 5/6, 6, 7, 7/8, and 8.  We are also going up to a full-time LRT (Learning Resource 

Teacher), which is going to be very helpful in supporting more children. 

A parent request letter will go home in May, asking for parental input into their child’s placement for 

September. 

DSBN will be hosting a Virtual Art Show beginning on May 17.  Some Smith student artwork will be 

included. 

Our new school addition is exciting!  Here are the details with some added information: 

*has already started with electrical/mechanical assessing of the current building, and ground samples 

*first plans have been revised—still waiting on decisions with outside parking areas and bus area 

*actual changes may begin in the Fall of 2021 

Questions From Parents 

Is the school considering any final assembly or whole school teambuilding event(s)? 

Mr. Bridges will be discussing this with the staff at our May staff meeting.  No decision at this time. 

Will there be any student awards this year for grades 1-7. 

Mr. Bridges will be discussing this with the staff at our May staff meeting.  No decision at this time. 

A question about whether grade 7 and 8 regular vaccinations will occur? 

Mr. Bridges said he did not hear of any plans at this time.  Several parents said that families have to 

go through their regular doctor. 

 

Next Meeting:  September 2021 (T.B.D.)   6:30 p.m. 


