
Smith Public School---School Parent Council Minutes 

April 10, 2019 

In Attendance: B. Grant, M. Bridges, R. Clausen, J. Finelli, M. Lambert, K. Bingham 

Regrets: C. Carey, L. Teatero, D. Teatero                                                                                   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Welcome 

Mr. Bridges thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  He knows that all people have family 

commitments and he appreciated it that everyone took time away from their families to join us at 

School Parent Council.  This is our fourth meeting of the year.  Our next meeting will be in October 

2019—actual date to be determined later. 

Good News 

Mr. Bridges thanked the staff for running so many activities.  Some of the activities are Willy Wonka, 

Multi-Day, basketball, Bridge Club, Forest of Reading and Chess Club. 

Mr. Bridges announced that Ms. Hodgins had her first child born.  We welcomed Mr. Stewart as the new 

grade 5/6 teacher from now until end of June. 

Mr. Bridges thanked the community for sending in donations for our Mental Health Awareness Day and 

Autism Awareness Day.  The school sent $150 to McMaster Hospital and $250 to our local Autism 

Chapter in the Niagara Region. 

Portable #5 is now here and it is a brand new portable.  The grade 5/6 class is currently using it. 

Budget 

School Board Money $12,000 

School Account (TD) $18,000 

Lottery Account  $     200 

School Parent Council $ 1,200 (included in school account) 

Looking Ahead to 2019-20 School Year 

Our staffing for next year is now determined.  We will have 16 homeroom classes again, just like this 

school year.  Mr. Bridges is expecting very little staff movement this year.  A letter will come home 

shortly asking parents for feedback on their child’s placement for next year. 

Community surveys will come home in early May, asking parents for feedback on how to improve our 

school for the 2019-20 school year. 

Facility Planning 

Our school had many upgrades that were completed this year: hydro to our sign, portable #5, library 

changes etc. 



In the next few weeks the following is expected: 

• Air conditioning installed in the library 

• New desks for portable #5 

• More library changes---shelving, furniture 

• Mulch, sand, and stone to the school yard—ECO initiatives 

 

School Climate 

Our school overall character program this school year continues to focus on “self-regulation”. 

We have the rest of our three fire and evacuation drills planned in for May.  We will do one more 

lockdown drill as well in May. 

School Council had a discussion about Grade 8 Graduation.  Mr. Bridges shared that the ceremony will 

be held at the school and this gives us the best spot to accommodate the expected number of people.  

After the ceremony, it was still to be determined whether the school would host a dinner and dance at 

the school or use another venue.  Mr. Bridges was discussing this with staff involved and gathering some 

parent feedback.  Mr. Bridges mentioned that a photo booth, may be added to the event this year. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school subsidizes graduation several thousand dollars each year.  Each 

student in our school gets the benefit when they get to grade 8.  Although the school plans the larger 

elements of graduation, students have some input into colours, decorations, balloon bouquets, flowers, 

meal etc. 

We had a discussion about when to host the school’s annual Fun Fair.  Mr. Bridges suggested Friday, 

June 14 from 5-8:00 p.m.  It may be June 21.  Mr. Bridges needed to call the company the school uses 

for games and jump n’ bounce availability, before the date is finalized. 

Update: The date for the Fun Fair will be Friday, June 21 and all games, items, have been booked. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the Ministry of Education and Training will be working with the DSBN and 

other school boards on a new code of conduct for September 2019. 

The School Council heard about the upcoming Paul Davis presentation on April 24 at the Grimsby 

Library.  Paul is an excellent speaker about social media safety and usage by students.  Parents will be 

informed how to support their children.  A flyer will be coming home shortly to all parents. 

A discussion happened at School Council regarding changes mentioned by the Ontario government 

about Math instruction and Kindergarten classes.  Mr. Bridges mentioned that no changes were 

imminent. 

 

Next Meeting: October 2019 (T.B.D.) 


