
Smith Public School---School Parent Council 

October 1, 2019 

In Attendance: L. Teatero, C. Carey (regrets), K. Gravel, Melissa Hobbs, Audra Rickard-Smith, 

Ruth Clausen, Sandy Giesbrecht, Melissa Raaflaub-Kenworthy, Brenda Grant, Teresa Younger, 

Angela Case                                                                                           

 

Welcome, Introductions 

Mr. Bridges thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  It was pointed out that among 

the parents in attendance, we had good “coverage” of most of the grades in the school.  Our 

next meeting is Tuesday, December 3. 

Good News—Mr. Bridges is very proud of the staff and students at Smith P.S.  We have had a 

great start to the school year.  We have 365 students, with new staff to the school and new 

students.  School climate, safety, and comfort for all is happening quite quickly. 

Mr. Bridges discussed the Terry Fox  events, student council, soccer, ECO Club, cross-country, 

and volleyball as activities starting now or happening now.  He thanked the staff for helping to 

run these activities which add value to the day for students. 

Financial Report 

Mr. Bridges discussed that the school is in a good financial position.   He explained that the 

school has a school board account of money ($30,000) and a school fundraising account through 

TD Canada Trust ($20,000 usable dollars).   We have our Raffle Lottery Trust account with 

approximately $1800.  The Parent Council account line, within our school account, is 

approximately $1400.   

Safety   

We are all up to date in our fire drills.  We have several more booked in to do.  All safety 

measures  are in place—medications, staff wearing vests, walkie-talkies, medical care forms 

(Epipens, Asthma etc.).  We have purchased 8 more walkie-talkies this year to add to our 

collection, allowing more walkies outside at supervision times, in case there is an emergency 

requiring quick communication.  One of our parents in attendance shared a story about her 

daughter needing medical attention this year.  Mr. Bridges thanked the parent for doing this and 

for the positive comments about our school’s process in supporting this situation with her 

daughter. 

Resources/Fundraising 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school has decided to do one main fundraiser this year—

MacMillan’s Cookie Dough and Pastry.  The order forms and letter will be coming home in the 

near future.  The School Council had a discussion about fundraising and the following points 

were suggested: 

• Always state what the fundraiser is supporting 



• Be careful not to plan too many events all at once 

• Use the profits to support all children 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the MacMillan’s fundraising profits will go towards subsidizing 

school trips for all students this year, including the grade 7/8 Ottawa trip. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school has been purchasing many items so far this school year, 

using school board and fundraising money.  He mentioned the following items: 

*walkie-talkies  *library books  *carpets (4 classrooms)  *levelled books  *guided reading books  

*document cameras  *whiteboards (3 classrooms)  *triple hoop outside  *sensory items  *new 

reclining chairs in the library for students 

Communication 

As you may recall, we send our school newsletter every two months.  In between this, our 

School Parent Council agenda will always have future dates on the back of the agenda.  In 

addition, our school website will always be up to date with our weekly memo and future dates, 

as well as any office forms we send home.  Pizza day forms, our school newsletter, Parent 

Council agenda, and other forms will always be posted on our website.   

Our next newsletter goes home in early December. 

Election 

Mr. Bridges asked if parents in attendance were interested in filling the following positions on 

School Council: 

*chairperson  *secretary  *treasurer  *our Community Representative is back (R. Clausen) 

He mentioned that if more than one person was interested in any one position, a voting process 

would happen.  He also mentioned that Mrs. Carey, who was not able to join the meeting, had 

mentioned to him that she would stay on as chairperson for another year, if no one else came 

forward.   

There was no need for an election, as everyone agreed that having Mrs. Carey back as 

chairperson would be terrific.  No other positions on the School Council were brought up.  Mr. 

Bridges offered to do the minutes of each meeting again.  Each meeting the School Council 

financial business (if any) would be discussed with the whole School Council.  The money with 

School Council is within our full school budget with its own tracking account line. 

Facility Upgrades 

Mr. Bridges mentioned the following improvements that happened over the summer to our 

school facility: 

*the school roof was replaced on the newer addition from 1995 (gym, library, intermediate 

classrooms main office, changerooms) 

*the school was painted—gym, walls and ceiling, door trim and some doors 

*the library was upgraded with new tables and chairs and “opened up” even more for more 

work space for students and staff 



*the covered entrance to the old front doors of the school (currently the bus area) have been 

scrapped and re-painted 

Holiday Concert 

The School Council had a great discussion about this year’s Holiday Concert.  Mr. Bridges 

mentioned that it is planned for Wednesday, December 18. 

It was suggested to do the following, to help with numbers in the gym and respectful audience 

movement (i.e. leaving during the ceremony). 

*limit the concert to a division at a time (i.e., JK-Grade 3) 

*have natural breaks in the concert for parents of the younger students to exit the gym 

*ensure proper seating, but not over loading with chairs 

*have two separate concert presentations (i.e., 5:30 and 7:00 p.m.) 

Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school would be focusing on character development this year, 

in the area of Healthy Minds and Healthy Bodies.  The goal being to educate and support the 

children to be healthy. 

Ideas thus far are: 

*run a breakfast club—starting October 16 

*have a “Healthy Club” 

*each homeroom in the school to have a Youth Counselor in-class program 

*guest speakers in to speak with the students about being healthy and motivating them to work 

towards healthy habits 

EQAO Results 

Mr. Bridges shared the school grade 3 and 6 EQAO results from May 2019: 

Grade 3     Grade 6 

Reading-77    Reading-94 

Writing-69    Writing-91 

Math-57    Math-80 

*student at or above the provincial standard* 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday December 3, 2019 

 


