
Smith Public School---School Parent Council—January 24, 2017 

In Attendance: L. Jones, L. Teatero, C. Carey, K. Gravelle, D. Daniels                                                                                           

 

Welcome, Introductions—no need to do this, as everyone knew each other. 

Mr. Bridges thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  Even though the group was 

small, it was pointed out that among the parents in attendance, we had good “coverage” of 

most of the grades in the school.  Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 28, 2017. 

Good News—Mr. Bridges is very proud of the staff and students at Smith P.S.  Over the last few 

months, we have had a wonderful Christmas Concert, many clubs like Chess, Bridge and 

LegoRobotics, sports teams like volleyball and basketball, and several other school spirit 

assemblies.  This Friday, another great school event is happening—our Niagara Ice Dogs hockey 

game on February 3. 

Administrative Report 

Safety  We are all up to date in our fire drills and lockdown. 

Resources/Fundraising 

Mr. Bridges discussed the issues with the Santa’s Little Helper fundraiser and mentioned that 

although the company’s explanation seemed appropriate, the school would hold off working 

with this company again in the future.  The school gave refunds back to each parent for goods 

that did not come in.  Even with this, the school made approximately $1800 in profit. 

We have our Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit fundraiser happening now, with orders due in by Feb. 1. 

Our lap top “Chromebooks” are now in the school and being used by the students in all grades.  

The school invested over $7000 in new technology for our students.  Our latest fundraisers 

helped us achieve this purchase. 

Communication 

As you may recall, we send our school newsletter every two months.  In between this, our 

School Parent Council agenda will always have future dates on the back of the agenda.  In 

addition, our school website will always be up to date with our weekly memo and future dates, 

as well as any office forms we send home.  Pizza day forms, our school newsletter, Parent 

Council agenda, and other forms will always be posted on our website.   

Our next newsletter goes home on February 1. 

Mr. Bridges welcomed the new staff to Smith: Neil Carnegie (Grade ½), Trina Moretton (EA), and 

Colleen Harding (LRS).  He thanks these new staff members for coming in and being so positive 

with the Smith students. 

The school has ordered Smith P.S. stainless steel water bottles for students to purchase.  The 

school will also hand many out as Gotcha prizes.  A letter will be going home shortly about these 

water bottles.  The goal is to promote drinking water during the school day to stay hydrated.  



The school has two water bottle filling stations in the building.  The water bottles will have the 

school name and school year slogan on it. 

ARC (Review of Secondary Schools in The Area) 

Mr. Bridges reminded all parents about the upcoming public meeting on Thursday, January 26 at 

6:00 p.m. 

Report Cards go home on February 10. 

School Climate 

The NSO Quartet will perform at Smith to give information and exposure to the symphony!  K-

Grade 3 and then grade 4-8 will have separate performances here at the school on February 7.  

The school parent council is paying for this performance.  We thank them for this. 

We plan on updating our basketball courts and 4-Square areas outside for children to play on.  

We just updated one of our small offices to a special sensory and movement room for some of 

our students who need this support. 

We are hoping for a large turn-out for our February 2 “New To Kindergarten” open house from 

10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  If a child turns four before December 2017, he or she is able to join our 

school in September 2017. 

Our new Smith shirts are a big hit!  We still have some sizes available, should you wish your child 

to get one.  The cost of a shirt is $15.00.   

Financial Report 

Mr. Bridges discussed that the school is in a good financial position.   He explained that the 

school has a school board account of money ($10,000) and a school fundraising account through 

TD Canada Trust ($15,000 usable dollars).   We have our Raffle Lottery Trust account with 

$2100.  The Parent Council account line, within our school account has $1711.90.   

Future Business 

 Planning the Fun Fair which will happen on Friday, June 23, 2017. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 28  

(**samples of Noni’s Pizzeria will be available to try to see if we wish to offer a special lunch day 

for students**) 

 


