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Virtual Meeting                                                                         
 

Mr. Bridges thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  It was our third virtual School Council 

meeting for Smith P.S. this school year. 

Good News—Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier are very proud of the staff and students at Smith P.S.  for 

what they accomplished during the online learning.  A special thank you to our parents for their support 

during this time as well.  We are very happy to have the children back at Smith P.S. for in-person 

learning. 

We welcomed a special guest speaker, Mr. Mat Miller, the principal of Grimsby Secondary School. 

Mr. Miller shared a powerpoint about the new high school.  The school will be the West Niagara 

Secondary School.  They will have as their mascot, the “wolfpack”.  Various information was shared 

including: 

*transportation, facility will have 4 gyms, greenhouse, turf outdoor field, 6 lane track, many shops, and 

even a theatre 

Please see the flyer on our school website for more detailed information. 

Financial Report--Mr. Bridges discussed that the school is in a good financial position still.  He explained 

that the school has a school board account of money ($15,000) and a school fundraising account 

through TD Canada Trust ($17,000 usable dollars).   We have our Raffle Lottery Trust account with 

approximately $150.  The Parent Council account line, within our school account, is just over $1400.   

School Parent Council authorized the transfer of $1460 from their account line, within our school’s 

larger account.  This money will support LLI reading materials.  Mr. Bridges and Mrs. Poirier thanked the 

School Council for their support. 

From Mrs. Poirier 

Report Cards will go home on February 18.  There will be only one mathematics grade from now on, 

instead of five for the separate mathematics strands.  This is a change for Ontario schools.  In the report 

cards, teachers try to provide strengths and areas for improvement for each child. 

From Mr. Bridges 

Student photos are still on hold, until further notice in the DSBN.  However, we are very optimistic that 

photos will still occur this year. 

Mr. Bridges shared some new Covid-19 protocols: 

*all students in grade 1-8 wear masks (we now have grade 1-3 wearing masks) 

*students wear their masks at all times, except while eating (even wearing it outside) 

*new parent and school screening procedures 



Mr. Bridges mentioned the new school addition is on track and that preliminary plans were shared 

February 9 with him.  He mentioned that plans will be shared with School Council, when available. 

The new addition will have: 

*12 new classrooms, full day childcare, new washrooms, electrical, work areas, parking 

*other existing classrooms and areas will also be updated 

Mr. Bridges mentioned the school will have a grade 1-5 Dreambox Math Challenge.  This is a challenge 

to do some math minutes online at home for extra homework.  Each class will work as a team and the 

highest average minutes per class, will receive some prizes and recognition.  This challenge will start 

February 22 and run until March 10.  Information will be sent to families with the specifics. 

Mr. Bridges discussed the return to in-person learning or the opening of the virtual school.  In early 

April, students may return to Smith or go to the virtual school.  The exact date has not been announced 

by DSBN as of yet.  Depending on the number of students returning to Smith, we may have to re-

organize classes one more time. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that to add school spirit, the school is having Red, Pink and White Day on 

February 11; Pajama Day on February 19; Pink Day on February 24, and Crazy Hair Day on March 12. 

Grade 8 graduation clothing has come in.  The clothing is a positive thing for the grade 8 students in a 

challenging school year.  The school is helping out with some new clothing, where the sizes were a bit 

off. 

Mrs. Zonneveld commented that she enjoyed the Holiday Concert.  She proposed a suggestion that 

perhaps we could do this again in the spring.  Mr. Bridges agreed it would be a nice idea and would be 

following up with the staff about the idea. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 4, 2021      6:30 p.m. 


