
Smith Public School---School Parent Council Minutes 

February 20, 2018 

In Attendance: B. Grant, M. Bridges, T. Younger, T. Zonneveld, R. Clausen 

Regrets: C. Carey                                                                                     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Welcome 

Mr. Bridges thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  He knows that all people have family 

commitments and he appreciated it that everyone took time away from their families to join us at 

School Parent Council.  This is our third meeting of the year.  Our next meeting is April 24, 2018 at 6:30 

p.m. 

Good News 

Mr. Bridges thanked the staff for running so many activities.  Some of the activities are: intermediate 

basketball, Bridge Club, Chess Club, Robotics Club, spirit days and so much more.  He mentioned that 

the Rocks and Rings event for the students was enjoyable, the Niagara Ice Dogs assembly, Winter 

Olympics events, Family Literacy events were fantastic.  He mentioned that upcoming events include: 

Pink Day, Grade 3 and 6 EQAO assessment, junior basketball teams, a book fair, ECO club events, 

Robotics event, Jersey Day and more. 

Budget 

School Board Money $13,000 

School Account (TD) $18,000 

Lottery Account  $     200 

School Parent Council $ 1,400 (included in school account) 

$500 for School Council initiatives this year (approximately $200 used for School Council insurance, 

treats for meetings) 

Safety 

We have the rest of our three fire and evacuation drills planned in for April and early May.  We will do 

one more lockdown drill in the spring as well. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that he would still like to add hydro to the sign out front of the school, but that 

the cost of $4500 may limit it happening this year.  We had a good discussion about how the sign would 

add much needed light out front of the school.  This decision will happen in April, after Mr. Bridges 

reviews the school’s budget needs at that time. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school would need to add mulch to the playground area this spring.  The 

cost would be $3000 and he asked if school council would support this financially in using some of their 

$1400 left in their budget line.  This decision will happen at the April School Council meeting. 

 



Resources/Fundraising 

The school has received all new projection units and new “arms” for the units.  Grade 8, Library, and 

portable 2 will have new systems installed.  Our 55 Chromebook laptop computers are used heavily by 

all students each and every day.  Mr. Bridges mentioned that for September 2018, our computer lab in 

the library will have to be updated.  The school board will no longer service most of the computer 

models in the lab.  Using the school’s tech allocation next year, there will be a focus on replacement 

computers in the lab. 

The school has received 20 iPad for a Kindergarten pilot project that involves “capturing” student 

learning using technology.  The teachers can then assess and evaluate the learning after the day and 

give student specific feedback and plan next steps.  It is an on-line platform using the iPad.  The students 

actually use the iPad to take photos of their activities. 

The school purchased 20 new computer mice, new graduation plaques, and new math resources. 

Our school’s cookie dough fundraiser was very successful.  The profit range will be approximately $2600 

towards trips for our students, including the Ottawa Trip. 

Communication 

Our last school newsletter went home in early February.  We continue with our plan to send a 

newsletter every two months.  In between this, our School Parent Council agenda will always have 

future dates on the back of the agenda.  In addition, our school website will always be up to date with 

our weekly memo and future dates, as well as any office forms we send home.  Pizza day forms, our 

school newsletter, Parent Council agenda, and other forms will always be posted on our website.   Our 

next newsletter goes home on April 3. 

Mr. Bridges shared about new Digital Resources available for all students and their families both at 

school and at home.  He showed the group how to access these resources through the school’s website. 

Programming, Planning and Instruction 

Mr. Bridges shared with the group about the focus for Math in all grades.  The overall approach is called, 

“Problem Based Instruction”.  He mentioned that this was not like years ago where students were given 

word problems to solve.  The approach is now many years in progress, but what it means is that 

students will always be asked to think through mathematical situations that are more than just one 

answer or one dimensional.  Through math talk, multi-step solutions, and open-ended tasks, students 

are asked to justify, explain and show their work and thinking. 

Mr. Bridges shared the grade 3 and 6 mid-year EQAO booklets to give the school council some real 

examples of the types of math challenges. 

School Climate 

Our school overall character program this school year continues to focus on “self-regulation”.  Mr. 

Bridges shared that the school was actively following the Winter Olympics.  Some announcements and 

bulletin boards are being used to generate some excitement with the students. 

We have upcoming events like the Ottawa Trip, spirit days like Jersey Day, Speech Challenge, and more. 

We had a good discussion about the school store; specifically, what new items did well with the 

students.  Mr. Bridges shared that the new items were veggie sticks, healthy cookies, and granola bars.  



He thanked Ruth C. for all her hard work in getting items.  Mr. Bridges suggested that the store should 

focus on having 3 items: popsicles, veggie sticks and chocolate milk. 

We had a discussion about Grade 8 Graduation.  Mr. Bridges shared that the ceremony will be held at 

the school and this gives us the best spot to accommodate the expected number of people.  After the 

ceremony, Casablanca Inn is all booked for the dinner and dance for the graduates.  A letter will be 

going home in early April with the graduates, sharing more specific timing and details for the event. 

We had a discussion about when to host the school’s annual Fun Fair.  It was suggested to look at a 

Thursday, instead of a Friday.  Mr. Bridges would look at dates to see what could work.  Mr. Bridges 

received feedback on having another Fun Fair raffle this year. 

The School Council heard about the upcoming Numeracy Family Night on April 19th.  More information 

will be coming home in late March. 

 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 


