
Smith Public School---School Parent Council Minutes 

December 4, 2018 

In Attendance: C. Carey, C. deRoo, K. Gravel, A. Rickard-Smith, K. Bingham, M. Hobbs, R. 

Clausen, M. Raaflaub-Kenworthy, M. Lambert, B. Grant, T. Zonneveld-Younger                                                                           

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Welcome 

Mr. Bridges thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  He knows that all people have family 

commitments and he appreciated it that everyone took time away from their families to join us at 

School Parent Council.  This is our second meeting of the year.  Our next meeting is February 5, 2019 at 

6:30 p.m. 

Mr. Bridges gave special acknowledgement to Cyndi Carey.  He thanked her for offering to be School 

Council chairperson for another school year.  Mr. Bridges gave Cyndi a Smith t-shirt as a small token of 

thanks. 

Good News 

Mr. Bridges is very please with the school year thus far, although he did say that the year had been more 

challenging than normal.  Waiting for a portable and having the library and computer lab less than full 

usage, has been different, but all staff and students have really cooperated to make it work still.  In 

addition, Mr. Bridges discussed the growing population of Smith and the increased demands on staff as 

a result of the changing student body. 

Budget 

School Board Money $21,000 

School Account (TD) $25,000 

Lottery Account  $     200 

School Parent Council $ 1,200 (included in school account) 

MOET Grant  $  5,000  *$500 for School Council initiatives this year* 

Administrative Report 

Mr. Bridges handed out a sheet with a “summary” of key points to mention and discuss at the meeting.  

The list is included below. 

*hydro to our sign out front of the school—paid and will be completed soon 

*air conditioning to library and computer lab—paid and will be installed before April 2019 

*portable to arrive now in February—grade 5/6 class will move into this one 

*purchased levelled books for Kindergarten and grade 1 students 

*many school climate activities happening including ECO, choir, and other clubs and sports 



The group watched a video, “Simon Sineck—Millenials”.  Although the video discussed young people 

entering the workforce, there were many connections to our students at Smith and the role parents can 

play or not in the development of their children.  Technology use and its effects on children, social- 

emotional maturity and readiness, addictions, entitlement and more was mentioned.  After the video, 

Mr. Bridges asked for general comments from the group.  Generally, people in attendance said the video 

was “right on” and experiences mentioned with them and their children seemed familiar.  It gave them 

much to think about as they see their children grow and develop both at home and school. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that on January 30, the school will sponsor a Mental Health Awareness Day for 

staff and students.  A short assembly will occur and a small follow-up activity about inclusiveness will 

occur in each classroom.  Students can pay $2.00 to wear their hat in the school and/or use technology 

at break times.  All monies will be donated to McMaster Children’s Hospital. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned to the group that Smith School is trying to team up with Park School to bring in a 

speaker on “social media”.  His name is Paul Davis.  Mr. Davis would meet with the students first during 

the day and then host a parent session in the evening.  Some of the $500 school council monies would 

possibly be used to cover some of the costs for this event. 

Mr. Bridges discussed the Holiday Concert occurring on Tuesday, December 18.  There will be 1:30 p.m. 

and 6:30 p.m. performances.  A Holiday Raffle will happen over the next few weeks with some great 

prizes.  All proceeds will go to technology advances and other “extra” items for the school that our 

regular budget cannot pay for.  The Holiday Concert will have free hot chocolate for families and 

performances by JK-Grade 6 students.  Grade 7/8 students are helping with sound, lighting, decorations, 

“runners”, set-up, and MCs.  

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school will be doing a play this year, “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 

Factory”.  The play will be presented in late April.  Auditions will happen in January.  There are many 

great characters for the students in all grades. 

 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday February 5, 2019 


