
Smith Public School---School Parent Council 

December 3, 2019 

In Attendance: L. Teatero, C. Carey, K. Gravel, Ruth Clausen, Melissa Raaflaub-Kenworthy, 

Brenda Grant, Mike Murray                                                                                     

 

Welcome, Introductions 

Mr. Bridges thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.  It was pointed out that among 

the parents in attendance, we had good “coverage” of most of the grades in the school.  Our 

next meeting is Tuesday, February 11 at 6:30 p.m. 

Good News—Mr. Bridges is very proud of the staff and students at Smith P.S.  School climate, 

safety, and comfort for all is ensured and happening each day. 

Upcoming events for the school such as Joy Day, Staff vs Student Volleyball, Pajama Day, Food 

Drive, Basketball teams, Bridge Club, ECO Club, and more, will add to the already great climate 

we have in the school. 

Mr. Bridges thanked the staff for helping to run these activities which add value to the day for 

students. 

Financial Report 

Mr. Bridges discussed that the school is in a good financial position.   He explained that the 

school has a school board account of money ($16,000) and a school fundraising account through 

TD Canada Trust ($15,000 usable dollars).   We have our Raffle Lottery Trust account with 

approximately $300.  The Parent Council account line, within our school account, is 

approximately $1400.   

An additional $500 has been allotted to our School Council from the DSBN.  So far, 

approximately $130 of this has been spent on School Council insurance. 

Safety   

We are all up to date in our fire drills.  The school practiced a Lockdown drill as well. 

Resources/Fundraising 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the cookie dough fundraiser raised approximately $1100 for the 

school.  This money would go to supporting the grade 7 and 8 Ottawa trip. 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school has been purchasing many items so far this school year, 

using school board and fundraising money.  He mentioned the following items: 

*library books  *levelled books  *guided reading books  *Breakfast Club items (cups, napkins) 

*whiteboards *JK/SK Books 

 



Communication 

As you may recall, we send our school newsletter every two months.  In between this, our 

School Parent Council agenda will always have future dates on the back of the agenda.  In 

addition, our school website will always be up to date with our weekly memo and future dates, 

as well as any office forms we send home.  Pizza day forms, our school newsletter, Parent 

Council agenda, and other forms will always be posted on our website.   

Our next newsletter goes home in early February.  Hopefully families received the December 

newsletter from their child.  It is also posted on the school website. 

Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that the school would be focusing on character development this year, 

in the area of Healthy Minds and Healthy Bodies.  The goal being to educate and support the 

children to be healthy. 

Our Youth Counselor is running specific “healthy programs” with many different grade levels, 

when she is in on Fridays.  Some of the programs are: 

*Kids Have Stress Too (Grade 7/8), Roots of Empathy (Grade 1), Zones of Regulation (JK/SK) 

*Breakfast Club—continuing to run very well thanks to everyone’s help and support 

*Olympian—Mr. Jarvis visited to do an assembly to motivate the children and talk about his own 

“perseverance” through Diabetes as he became an elite rower 

Mr. Bridges mentioned that he would like to host a Family Night in later March, which would 

have a theme for families around being “healthy”.  Some basic ideas were shared at the 

meeting.  More information will follow at the next meeting. 

Holiday Concert 

Mr. Bridges led a discussion regarding how to make the Holiday Concert effective.  It was 

decided to have two formal performances to help with the high numbers attending the evening 

performance.  A natural break for two minutes would also happen about a third of the way 

through the evening concert. 

Job Action 

A discussion occurred regarding the job action by elementary teachers (ETFO).  Mr. Bridges 

shared that at this time, the work to rule in effect, would only be affecting administrative duties 

by the teachers and not directly impacting the students. 

Facility Addition 

Mr. Bridges shared with those in attendance that Smith School is now first in the line for an 

addition to our building.  DSBN trustees were to discuss this at the latest school board meeting. 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday February 11, 2020 

 


