
School Parent Council—Tuesday, November 10, 2015 

Smith P.S.--Minutes of the Meeting 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Attendance: Jen G., Liz T., Jennifer H., Travis D., Debbie D., Jenn T., Larry T., Melissa R., Aileen 

Hansen., Laura J., Cyndi C., Nancy W., Jody Ann F., Amanda B., Kim G., Melissa H., Lindsay H., Carrie d., 

Tammy Z., Mark B. 

Mr. Bridges welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for taking time to join us at Smith 

P.S.  He knows that everyone has family and work commitments and appreciates it that people in the 

community would make time for this meeting. 

Mr. Bridges reviewed the 2015-16 School Parent Council executive that was formed at the September 

meeting.  Co-chairs are Jen Gaidola and Sophia Pomroy.  The treasurer is Cyndi Carey.  We are still 

looking for a secretary to take minutes at each meeting. 

The minutes of the September 29, 2015 meeting were formally reviewed at the meeting. 

The school budgets were reviewed at the meeting: 

School Board: 45% spent TD Account: $20,000 usable funds School Council: $1600 approx. 

Discussion of School Parent Account Switch ensued as Mr. Bridges revisited the idea of having School 

Parent Council have their account within the school category account lines.  This would benefit the 

School Council in the following way: HST recovered, cheques for payment would be efficient, no end of 

year paperwork, reconciled each month, fully insured, no signing authorities needed or needing to be 

changed each year, among other things.  It was decided at the meeting that the School Council would 

transfer their $1600 from their account to the school and then close their account.  There was no one in 

attendance that disagreed with this.  The school would set-up a line called School Parent Council and 

deposit the $1600 to this account line.  The only time funds would be used from this new School Council 

account line, would be when authorized at an official School Council meeting or when authorized by one 

of the School Council chairpersons.  In this second instance, the amount would be a relatively small 

amount of money.  Larger fund dispersals would be decided at an official School Council meeting. 

Mr. Bridges reviewed good news with everyone such as the end to the ETFO and CUPE political action.  

Remembrance Day teamwork was discussed and Mr. Bridges thanked the staff for always working 

together and helping out.  Our shoebox program to provide items for needing children was going well.  

Mr. Bridges mentioned that a parent called to request the school use an organization for the shoebox 

initiative that was not connected so strongly to Christian values, as Operation Christmas Child.  It was 

mentioned that after a review, Mr. Bridges found another group (Rotary Club), to support with the 

items.  We are awaiting some new shoeboxes or the items will be collated and sent in larger boxes for 

Rotary to then use. 

There was a discussion of small events such as Sundae Days.  The question of how we decide which 

items the revenues go to.  For instance this past sundae day monies was devoted to our Ottawa trip and 



helping some of our families.  A discussion with the School Council ensued about supporting our families 

in need.  The idea of an Angel Fund came up, where we set up this name in our account line with the 

school and use this money throughout the year to help some of our families in need. 

Our new outdoor school sign was discussed.  It will be about $4000 in total to refurbish the sign, which is 

in need of repair and updating.  A sample photo was shared at the meeting.  Mr. Bridges was waiting for 

the school board Communications Dept. to provide some guidance on what the school board needs to 

have on any school sign.  The purchase was going forward, yet it would still be many months before the 

sign would be finished.  Having hydro to the sign was going to be postponed until the spring, as the cost 

was going to be around $5000. 

Mr. Bridges was asked about a few facility issues: 

There is a mulch pile out near portable 4 near our new walkway that needed to be addressed.  Mr. 

Bridges agreed this was going to be looked after by our Grounds’ Dept.  The pooling of water out at this 

spot was also going to be addressed. 

A reflective strip or other solution such as painting, is needed on a doorway pole in the hallway.  Several 

students walking along have run into the pole, so a discussion about how to make this more obvious 

happened.  Mr. Bridges agreed he would look into getting a reflective strip on the pole. 

Holiday Concert—We are looking forward to our Holiday Concert on Tuesday, December 15 at 6:30 p.m. 

In addition to primary classes presenting on stage, we will have a special holiday video, starring the 

Smith students, plus cold drinks, cookies, candy canes etc.  Several people on the School Council have 

offered to help set-up for this evening after school.  We will also collect food items and donations for 

needy families.  Concert Volunteers are Melissa Hobbs, Aileen Hansen, Jen Gaidola.  Debb T., has offered 

to do up a donation box for the event. 

Insurance for School Council has been purchased to cover all parent volunteers, as they work on school 

initiatives of any kind both on and off school property. 

Family Activity Night—We are planning a special night for our families in early February.  Parents and 

their children will be invited to come to the school in the evening to participate in volleyball, reading, 

computer lab, artwork rotations.  We will then show a short video in the gym to end the event.  There 

will be snacks during the video.   Mr. Bridges will present the details at the January 19 School Council.  

We are looking at a possible date of Thursday, February 18 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

New Gotcha for character program has arrived.  A Gotcha is a special slip of paper that students can get 

from any staff member to thank them for showing good character and making good choices.  Each 

Monday, slips are pulled from the Gotcha bin for small incentive prizes.  The Gotchas then go on a 

bulletin board in the school for all to see. 

Progress reports will go home now on December 11. 

The School Council discussed the 4 by-Laws for any School Council—conflict, privacy, election,  four 

meetings per year. 



Our new school gym mats on the wall and stage at each end of the gym, will be painted with our school 

logo and other school spirit lettering on Sunday, December 6.  The students will be very excited to see 

the new graphics.  We ran a little challenge where students could submit ideas for the artwork. 

Homework Help Line—We would like to host a meeting for grade 7/8 parents to have a presentation by 

Mr. Dunlop to explain more about the homework help line for grade 7-10.  Mr. Bridges will plan this 

meeting for February or March. 

Magazines—Our campaign had record sales and profit for the school library is approximately $2600. 

The school has made many needed purchases over the first few months of the school year.  Items 

include: Smartboards, tarmac games painted outside, physical education materials, a laminator, a 

barbecue, many whiteboards for our classrooms, IPADs, library books, mathematics materials and 

textbooks to name some.   We had a discussion about getting another Smartboard for portable 4 in our 

school.  Mr. Bridges will be ordering this item very soon. 

Poinsettia Pick Up Day on Tuesday Dec. 8 has volunteers- Carrie Lindeboom, Kim Gravel, Aileen Hansen, 
Liz Tsianos, and Jen Gaidola 
 

 

Next meeting is January 19, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 


