
School Parent Council—Tuesday, January 19, 2016 

Smith P.S.--Minutes of the Meeting 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Attendance: Jen G., Larry T., Melissa R., Carrie d., Tammy Z., Mark B., L. Jones, A. Rickard-Smith,         

C. Thompson, C. Carey 

Mr. Bridges welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for taking time to join us at Smith 

P.S.  He knows that everyone has family and work commitments and appreciates it that people in the 

community would make time for this meeting.  Mr. Bridges reminded everyone to review the minutes of 

November 10, 2015, pick up an agenda (if needed), and a meeting feedback sheet.  People were 

reminded to grab a drink and make sure they filled out a draw ticket for the “end of meeting” draw 

prizes. 

The minutes of the November 10, 2015 meeting were formally reviewed at the meeting. 

The school budgets were reviewed at the meeting: 

School Board: 70% spent TD Account: $20,000 usable funds School Council: $1600 approx. 

Mr. Bridges reviewed good news with everyone.  Our Holiday Concert was a complete success and 

having over 350 people from the community arrive, showed tremendous support of Smith P.S.  Mr. 

Bridges thanked all of the parent helpers who helped make the event a huge success.  The gym mats are 

now completed and the artwork looks fantastic.  We have added 16 new Ipads and a new Smartboard is 

expected to be installed very soon in portable 4.  We had a Character Assembly where we discussed 

teamwork and responsibility.  We have clubs happening such as: Zumba, ECO, Library, Silverbirch/Red 

Maple, Gymnastics, our Raptors trip, Ice Dogs game and Blue Jay trips will add to our school community 

togetherness.  Basketball teams have been playing games, as well as intramural hockey and Lego 

Robotics.  We plan on conducting a Speech Challenge this year and hosting a Speech Club.  Our new sign 

out front looks fantastic.  We plan on adding hydro to the sign in the spring time. 

Mrs. Hartig presented to the School Council about getting more volunteers into the school to work on a 

special reading program.  She presented data to show how successful the reading program, run by 

volunteers, could be for our students.  Volunteers could work as little as 30 minutes per week and still 

have a major benefit for students.  Mrs. Hartig asked parents to talk to family, friends and neighbours to 

see if they might be interested in volunteering.  They are asked to call the school and speak with Mrs. 

Hartig should they have information to share.  Mr. Bridges mentioned he would put a request for 

volunteers in the next newsletter going home at the beginning of February. 

A good discussion of special lunch days was had at the meeting.  The perspective being to have more 

variety and consider having some pizza days and some other special lunches on Thursdays, instead of 

pizza days.  Mr. Bridges accepted the input and said he would think about adding more variety. 

Family Activity Night—We are planning a special night for our families, now scheduled for February 23.  

Parents and their children are invited to come to the school in the evening to participate in volleyball, 

reading, computer lab, artwork rotations.  A draft flyer was passed around at the meeting for feedback.  

This invitation will be sent home the week of February 1 for families attending the event to RSVP.  We 

are considering having a small portion of this evening designed for students to visit their classrooms for 

a small amount of time.   



 

Term 1 report cards will go home on Friday, February 5. 

The school is still planning on setting up an account line called School Parent Council and deposit the 

$1600 to this account line.  The only time funds would be used from this new School Council account 

line, would be when authorized at an official School Council meeting or when authorized by one of the 

School Council chairpersons.  Mrs. Carey mentioned she would talk with Mrs. Hobbs, about closing the 

official School Parent Council bank account and cut a cheque to the school with their balance. 

The school has made many needed purchases over the first few months of the school year.  Items 

include: Smartboards, tarmac games painted outside, physical education materials, a laminator, a 

barbecue, many whiteboards for our classrooms, IPADs, library books, mathematics materials and 

textbooks to name some.   We had a discussion about getting another Smartboard for portable 4 in our 

school.  Mr. Bridges will be ordering this item very soon. 

Feedback from School Parent Council was asked for by Mr. Bridges.  I special page was handed out.  It 

was also mentioned that a survey would go home to the whole community asking for feedback on 

improving school activities at Smith P.S.  Mr. Bridges mentioned this would be done each and every 

year, while he is at Smith.  Getting feedback, both pro and con, helps our school to know we are on the 

right track or not in many areas. 

Career Fair—happens for grades 4-8 on Thursday, February 4.  We have over 16 presenters coming in.  

Mr. Palmer, our grade 8 teacher is organizing the event. 

School Cash On-line was discussed.  Feedback was overwhelming positive, yet some families are less 

sure it is for them.  Mr. Bridges mentioned that 75% of our families are signed up and actively using the 

on-line ordering and permission set-up.  More and more items will be on school cash on-line as the year 

progresses. 

School slogan challenge—37 positive school slogans were submitted as part of our challenge!  We will 

vote as a school and gradually come up with our slogan to be used for the rest of the school year.  The 

winning slogan will be used on school publications and a permanent banner will be made for the school 

hallway. 

Fun Fair discussion—A discussion regarding having a community fun fair happened at the meeting.  

There was general support of having a fun fair.  A date was decided—Friday, June 17 from 5:00-8:00 

p.m. at Smith School.  Mr. Bridges was going to strike a committee in late March to look at some 

planning for the event. 

Kindergarten Open House Event—On Thursday, January 28 we are hosting our Kindergarten Open 

House from 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.   We hope to have many new families come to Smith School.  With our 

existing JKs from this year, we are looking at a goal of getting 40 more families.  This will get us three 

Kindergarten sections for the 2016-17 school year.  Mr. Bridges asked everyone to remind neighbours, 

friends and family of the open house.  A letter went home to our community and a telephone call-out 

will happen as well. 

A request was made to have a student from the school’s Student Council join one of our next School 

Council meetings.  Mr. Bridges agreed this was a great idea! 

Draws—The meeting ended with draws for Blue Jay tickets and Pink shirts. 

Next meeting is Thursday, March 31 at 6:30 p.m. 


