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From the Principal’s Desk 

MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 
Smith School as 
an educational 

community 
strives to chal-
lenge our stu-
dents to reach 
their academic 
and social po-

tential.  Parents 
and teachers 

work collabora-
tively to provide 

students with 
the necessary 

tools and skills 
for individual 

growth.  We are 
committed to 

creating learning 
experiences that 
will lead to life-
long mutual re-

spect. 

  

    It seems like September was only yesterday!  The days and months have 
flown past.  In reflecting upon the year we have had, it is wonderful to think 
of all the events and activities in which we’ve been involved with as a school 
family. 
    When I revisit our monthly school calendars, I have been astonished at 
how full they are.  So many activities and events happening while at the 
same time witnessing such growth and development in our children. 
    Our students have worked very hard on their academics as well as in ex-
tra-curricular work.  They learned how to set goals for their learning and to 
take responsibility for achieving these goals.   They have built long-lasting 
friendships which they will treasure in the future. 
    Our staff has been dedicated, diligent and caring.  Their love of children 
and of learning have made coming to school each day a pleasure.   
    Our volunteers have given of themselves faithfully and genuinely to help 
make our activities and days successful.  We have been very pleased once 
again this past year to have had the privilege of adding more fathers to our 
volunteer list as Reading Partners to our boys. 
    We, as a school family have worked together to make our school year 
successful.  The Smith School Family—students, parents, and staff have 
worked very hard this year towards nurturing our children.  Take the sum-
mer to celebrate them.  They are so precious to us all. 
    As your school principal, I remain honoured to have your children in my 
care each and every day.  I am so very grateful to our staff and their daily 
commitments to student learning.  I am also so blessed to have my partner 
Mrs. Bosch in the office alongside me.  “Miss Sue” also deserves great 
thanks for her care and dedication.  I also thank you as parents for doing 
your part to ensure that your child(ren) come to school each day ready to 
learn and to grow as individuals.  I very much look forward to continuing my 
partnership with each and every one of you in September 2009. 
  Please look for our Summer Newsletter which will be distributed with re-
port cards on Tuesday, June 23.  Additional information with regards to next 
year and special “thank yous” connected to this past year will be shared 
with you in this newsletter. 
 
     Ms. Hilary Abbey 

Class Assignments for 2009-2010 
   I am unable at this point in June to announce classroom assignments.  As you are 
aware moving students into classrooms for the next school year is a process that 
takes time and thought.  We work as a school team to carefully assign each and 
every student a placement that we believe is in their absolute best interest.  There 
are many factors that we consider.  Assignments will be completed by the last week 
of school.  These placements are never finalized until the second week of Septem-
ber (sometimes longer), when enrollment numbers are confirmed.  If you have any 
questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Abbey at any time.  



TALENT TIME AT THE HAPPENING AT THE PARK 
  Do you have a special skill?  Are you ready to show the residents of Grimsby what you can do?  Now is your chance!!  
Grimsby’s favourite Canada Day Celebration, “Happening in the Park” is holding its first annual Talent Time! 
  We are looking for groups and individuals of all ages who would like to perform a special talent on stage.  Can you 
sing, dance, juggle, play an instrument or otherwise entertain?  Then we want you.  Performances should be no more 
than two minutes in length, that will be performed while the stage is being set up between acts.  All interested should 
contact Aaren Zavarella at 905 945-1288 ext. 2077 or email azavarella@grimsby.ca 

Page 2 The Stampeder 

SUMMER READING AT THE GRIMSBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
  The following programs will be available to children this summer at the Grimsby Public Library.   
Reading is Dino-Mite is for nonreaders or emerging readers 3-6 and an adult.  Agent 009 is for independent readers 
aged 6-12.  Most children will have completed grade one before joining Agent 009.  Both programs take only a few min-
utes per visit and are available six days a week.  We also offer summer programs on Wednesday evenings.  
  To register child(ren) in either free program, parents require a full-service Grimsby Public Library card.  
  Parents may call 905 945-5142 (ext 2061) for more information. 

SUMMER ADVANTAGE  
  "Summer Advantage" is a fully coloured, 192 page activity book designed to maintain and extend all Kindergarten to 

Grade 7 students' academic learning over the summer months. There is one activity book per grade level from Jun-
ior Kindergarten to Grade 7. The major units and 3 summer fun units in each book are aligned with the Ontario cur-

riculum expectations. These activities are intended to keep students' thinking skills sharp over the summer, to introduce 
themes and subject content for the upcoming school year and to provide an alternative to television. When your child 

says, "I'm bored", Summer Advantage will provide that beneficial alternative.  In addition to the summer, the books can 
be used all year long from September to the following June. All books have parent information pages, evaluation forms, 
follow up activities and a family focus. There is also a Summer Advantage website www.summeradvantage.ca  which 

contains more detailed information. The cost of each booklet is $20.        
The Summer Advantage campaign runs from June 5 to June 12, 2009. Order forms are included with this newsletter. 
Delivery of books will be in June. Please make all cheques payable to "Summer Advantage".  

Don’t forget to return your order forms on or befor e June 12th. 

  
 On Monday, June 22nd, at 5:00 p.m., we will be celebrating the graduation of 
our grade 8 students.  Following the ceremony, there will be a stand up recep-
tion for the graduates and their guests.  Graduates will then enjoy a boat cruise 
in the  Hamilton Harbour.   

  Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the fundraising efforts of the graduates.  Thank you as well to the many 
volunteer parents that will also be “graduating”.   

    
Best wishes to our graduating students!Best wishes to our graduating students!Best wishes to our graduating students!Best wishes to our graduating students!    

Graduates:  Friday Black, Jeremy Blais, Taylor Bojanowski, Daniel Bones, Daniel Butterfield,  
Jessie Chambers, Lauren Chapman, Corey Doerrl, Thomas Fleming, Houston Frostad, Robert Frostad, 
Leah Holodniuk, Joe Hounsell, Evan Kingma, Natasha Kuruliak, James Lee, Jennifer Mangan, 
Adam Menzies, Kristyn Morin, Alannah Morton, Eric Patterson, Amy Romano, Leanne Smillie,  

James Sullivan, Julian Villella & Connor Watson. 

EQAO TESTING FOR GRADES 3 & 6 
  Congratulations to our grade 3 and grade 6 students.  Our staff is so very proud of their hard work and focus during 
EQAO over the last two weeks.  Thank you also to our dedicated staff for your hard work preparing our children.  Thank 
you to parents for your part in ensuring that our students come to school each day ready to learn.   
  A special thank you for parents who donated healthy snacks for our students during the testing period.   
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HEALTHY KIDS 
  It’s that time of year again when hay fever and allergies are becoming more prominent. That means runny noses, 
sneezes and coughs. While we can’t prevent students or staff from getting sick, we can all do our part to make sure that 
germs don’t spread to others. At Smith Public School we will continue to disinfect our desks, door handles and com-
monly used areas every day.  
  We also have new Purell stations for students to clean their hands after sneezing or coughing. For a fun and interactive 
presentation that has more tips to keep yourself and your children healthy throughout the year, please log on to the 
DSBN website at www.dsbn.org/plant/infectious_diseases/.  
STUDENT ILLNESSES  
 The school board will be tracking infectious diseas es and request that parents make the school aware o f the 
reason a student is absent .  Please help us by leaving the information when calling in an absence.  Thank you. 

SUMMER SKILLS 
  One of the most exciting things about summer is all the time children have to pursue their interests, such as sports, 
summer camps and time with friends. Even though they’re on break, the summer offers many opportunities for students 
to practice their reading skills and work on math concepts. For instance, have the whole family read together each day. 
Take turns reading out loud, and talk about what you read. Ask children questions about the characters, why might they 
be acting in a certain manner, or how might they solve a problem or a dilemma they are facing. Questions like “why” and 
“how” encourage children to think about what they are reading and help them to answer questions about the text, and 
provide their rationale and evidence for those answers. 
 
  You could also find ways to make hobbies educational. A child who loves to collect baseball cards, for instance, could 
practice penmanship and literacy skills by writing fan letters to players. He/she could also work on math skills by tracking 
players' statistics or by visiting educational websites such as coolmath.com. 
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COMMUNICATION MATTERS 
Smart Talk from Your Board Speech-Language Pathologists 
 
Background knowledge helps students make sense of what they hear and read by allowing them to make connections 
between old and new experiences.  Here are some ideas for the summer to help your child enrich their background 
knowledge through fun summer experiences.   
 
Read a book that takes place in another part of the  country or world.   It’s a great way to experience new places.  

For example, look at a map of Canada with your child and talk about the parts of the country he or she would like to 
visit.  Then search on-line or visit your local library to learn more about that region; for example national parks and 
historic sites.  The whole world awaits! 

 
Visit a local museum or historical site .  Check your newspaper’s weekend listings for information about museums 

and exhibits near you. To prepare your child for a trip to the museum, consider reading one of the following books: 
The Field Mouse and the Dinosaur Named Sue (Jan Wahl );  The Explorabook: A Kid’s Science Museum in a Book 
(John Cassidy). Go to the local library to find historical sites in your area or engaging stories about the past. Learning 
about the past is another way to leave the everyday world behind while still in town. 

 
Travel to the Stars.   The night sky is fascinating, not only to kids but to adults too.  If you can’t head north, pitch a tent 

in the backyard and look up at the stars.  Can you find the Big Dipper or the North Star?  Tell stories late into the night.  
Can’t get away?  Take a trip to the stars with the help of a good book about the planets and the stars: Find the Con-
stellations (H.A. Hey); Destination Space (Seymour Simon); The DK Space Encyclopaedia (Nigel Henbest). 

 
Make a time capsule . What better way to help a child link the past with the future!  First select a container for the cap-

sule and then have your child select items to put in it (e.g., newspaper headlines or article clippings; a list of favourite 
music or music; books; some photographs).  Encourage them to discuss why they chose these particular items.  Talk 
about whom the time capsule is for; perhaps for an unknown person in the future or even for your child to open in ten 
years.  Help your child to write a letter to include in the capsule.  Make a label for the outside: Not to be opened until 
2018.  Finally, find a place to put the capsule: bury it in the garden; hide it in a back closet; put it in the attic or crawl-
space.   

 
Enjoy the great outdoors .  Take time to hike, swim, catch fireflies, look at birds or plants, or just meander through your 

neighbourhood, making sure to talk about where you’re going, what you see and sharing what you did with other fam-
ily members or friends. Visit area parks, playgrounds, trails, horticultural centres, or beaches. ‘Visit’ the wilderness by 
reading My Side of the Mountain (Jean Craighead George) or ‘experience’ an outdoor adventure by reading Pet Bugs: 
A Kid’s Gide to Catching and Keeping Touchable Insects (Sally Kneidel); Animals on the Trail with Lewis and Clark 
and Plants on the Trail (Dorothy Hinshaw Patent).    

 
********************************************************************** 

Do you have a child between the ages of 4 and 6? 
If so, please take a moment to ensure that your child’s immunizations are up-to-date and that he/she has received: 

a booster dose of diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus and polio (DPTP/Quadracel) between the ages of 4 and 6; and, 
a second dose of the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine. 

 
If your child has not  yet received these vaccines, your child can be immunized for free at one of our Public Health Im-
munization clinics. Please call 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7425 for more information and/or to schedule an 
appointment. You can also call your child’s doctor to make an immunization appointment or visit a local walk-in clinic. If 
you are a parent/guardian not wishing to immunize your child, you can submit to us a notarized Statement of Con-
science/Religious Belief Affidavit.   
 
Niagara Region Public Health is required by law to have an Immunization Record on file for every child attending a 
school in the Niagara region. The importance of having this information on file helps us to protect all children in the 
event of an infectious disease outbreak.  
 
Please report your child’s immunization(s) to Niagara Region Public Health using ONE of the following: 
INTERNET: www.niagararegion.ca  
TELEPHONE (Immunization Report Line) : 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7459 
FAX (a copy of your child’s Immunization Record) : 905-688-8225 
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Smith School Picture Sell Off 
  From Tuesday, June 10 until Friday, June 12 , we will have a PICTURE SELL-OFF , featuring pictures taken of our 
students throughout the year.   
  Proceeds from the photographs will go towards the purchase of new equipment for the school.  Thank you for your 
support! 

 
 

HANG ON TO YOUR HATS!!! 
Smith School is proud to present “FANTASIA”,  

a full school drama production. 
Shows will be at 1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  
on Thursday, June 11th.  Please join us! 

 

SPORTS 
  3-Pitch Baseball.  On June 15th, the Grade 6,7,8 baseball team 
will be competing in a tournament at Lions Park in Jordan.  Thank 
you to Mrs. Mojeski and Ms. Gretsinger for coaching the team.  Good 
luck!  Team Members:  Eleacia Souter, Carissa Scarff, Michaela 
Caraballo, Rachel Proulx, Shelby Van Roon, Shantelle DeMille, Jer-
emy Skarja, Connor Watson, Brendan Watson, Aaron Black, Robert 
Frostad, Bryce Webb, Jonathon Chapman, James Sullivan & Steven 
Gaudet. 
 
  Track & Field :  Our next track meet will be held on June 8th at 
West Park Secondary School.  Students that qualified are:  Amanda 
Butterfield, Ryan Chapman, Tanner Bramer, Maggie Watson, Gabi 
Paupst, Rachel Proulx, Ryan Otting & Connor Watson. 
  Thank you to Mr. Holmes, Mr. Allington and Ms. Gretsinger for 
working with our athletes to prepare them for the meet.   

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 
 
Smith School Battle 
of the Books Team: 
Luca Hounsell, Zoe 
Barriault, Emily Sim-
mons, Lacey Cooper, 

Emily Goodwin & 
Sarah Nicholson. 
Thank you to Mrs. 

Mojeski, the  
“Battle Coach”. 

  Great Work repre-
senting Smith School 

Team! 



SMITH SCHOOL WEBSITE:  http://www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/Sc hools/Smith 

Jun 1 (Day 1) 

 

EQAO - Gr 3 

02 (Day 2) 03 (Day 3) 

EQAO, Gr 3 

04 (Day 4) 05 (Day 5) 

EQAO, Gr 3 

08 (Day 6) 

Track Meet, DSBN 

@ West Park 

Pizza & Freezie 

forms due 

09 (Day 7) 10 (Day 8) 

Dress Rehearsal for 

Fantasia 

Picture Sell-Off 

11 (Day 9) 

“FANTASIA” 
1:30 & 6:30 p.m. 

Picture Sell-Off 

12 (Day 10) 

Primary Play Day 

(am only) 

Last day of Milk 

distribution. 

Pizza Lunch 

Summer Advan-

tage Forms Due 

15 (Day 1) 

Gr 6-8, 3-Pitch  

Tournament 

Lions Club in Jor-

dan 

16 (Day 2) 

3-Pitch Rain Date 

 

17 (Day 3) 

Macbeth Trip 

(grade 8 Leader-

ship Team) 

18 (Day 4) 

Pizza Lunch with 

Freezies 

19 (Day 5) 

Gr 7/8 to Niagara 

Falls 

Primary Division to 

Fifty Point 

Junior Division to 

Bissells Hideway 

22 (Day 6) 

Graduation 

Ceremony @ 5 

Boat Cruise @ 7-

9:30 

23 (Day 7) 

Report Cards go 

home. 

24 (Day 8) 

Last Day of Classes 

Please return page 

3 of the report 

card.  Thank you! 

25 

PD Day 

26 

PD Day 

UPCOMING 
Smith School Fantasia Production, Jun 11   Graduation, Jun 22, Ceremony begins at 5:00 p.m. 
  Shows at 1:30 & 6:30 p.m.     Jun 24, Last Day for Students 
Primary Play Day, Jun 12 (am) 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CHILD CARE 
  At this time I am pleased to announce that Smith School will continue with after school child care.  The service is pro-
vided by the YMCA.  We will consider before school child care once again for September if we have enough interested 
families.  For more information please contact YMCA of Niagara, 905-646-9622.  The child care service begins at 7 am 
and closes at 6 pm.  You may also contact the school office for more information.   

SMITH SCHOOL  BBQ 
  Together with the PLC, we have decided to offer our annual BBQ at the beginning of the school year.  It has been 
booked for September 16.  Please mark your calendars!   

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
   The school is missing many shirts (17!!!!!!) over the last few years.  Please check the bottoms of your drawers and the 
backs of your closets and return any school team shirts that you may find - no questions asked - no penalties - we would 
just like a complete set of shirts again!  In particular we are looking for shirts with the following numbers: 
#2 #4 #10 #11 #17 #24 #25 #26 #28 #31 #42 #47 #52 #55 #56
 #57 #59 


